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oo Living out our God-given callingas - ::::

Lo we follow Jesus and make

-------- disciples every day. SRS

Introduction

How should we respond when God doesn't seem to answer
our prayers? In Matthew 11 where John the Baptist, facing
dire circumstances in prison, questions Jesus about His
messianic role, we are reminded that even true believers
can struggle with doubt. Despite John's situation, Jesus
assures him that God's work continues, even if it's not as
expected. As we explore this passage, consider how we
maintain faith and trust in God's plan, especially when our
prayers remain unanswered and life's trials intensify.

Disciple Measure

Humble Guide: Who are you helping take one step
closer to Jesus right now? How are you doing that?
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Notes Discussion Questions

--------------- How Do You Respond When God Doesn’t Answer
............... Your Prayers?

oo HIGHLIGHT

Have someone read aloud...
Lol LlliioL oo U0 Matthew11:1-6

............... Discussion Questions

--------------- Discuss the following questions...

"""""""" Opening Question: Share about a time

------------- when something didn't go according to
.. .. ........... yourplanand turned out differently than
““““““““ expected. How did you feel in the moment

--------------- versus looking back?

"""""""" 1.What does Jesus' response to John tell us

"""""""" about the nature of faith and the

-------------- importance of trusting God's plan even
e amidst suffering or uncertainty?
““““““““ 2.In what ways does Jesus' response to John

--------------- the Baptist challenge common assumptions
R about how God responds to the prayers and
"""""""" expectations of the faithful?

............... Have someone read aloud Isaiah 35:5-6,
............... and Isaiah 61:1.

----------- 3.How does John the Baptist's question to

............... Jesus reflect the expectations of the
............... Messiah in the first-century Jewish context?
““““““““ 4.How does Joni Tada’s statement,

--------------- "Sometimes God permits what He hates to
L accomplish that which He loves," give
““““““““ perspective where prayers seem

--------------- unanswered or where believers face trials?
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/csb/mat/11/1-6/s_940001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/csb/isa/35/5-6/s_714003
https://www.blueletterbible.org/csb/isa/35/5-6/s_714003
https://www.blueletterbible.org/csb/isa/61/1/s_740001

Application Questions ...

APPLY Lol
Have someone read aloud Hebrews 6:19. oo
Discuss the following questions... T

1.How does the comparison of Jesusasan '~~~ "" """
anchor provide comfort and assurancein =~ - -« s e e e e

the face of life's challengesand .. ... 0oL
uncertainties? SRR RE RSB ES
2.What are some practical wayswe can ~ © ot ottt e e

maintain our faith and trust in God when - . . . .. oo

it seems our prayers are not being D
answered? Lol
3.How can you align your expectationsfor . . . .. ... oo
God's intervention in your life with His R
broader plan when it doesn’t align with = -0t

yourplans? e

RESEOND S

How does having a community aroundyouto - . . - .. ... ... ..

help during difficulties and when prayerare .. . ... ... .. ....
not answered how we want or are unaswered? ~ © ="ttt T
How can you support those around youwho ~ « « « -« v v ve v oo

may be struggling through difficult thingsthis . . . ... ... ......
Christmas season? ttrrmmnmtnme e

Prayer: e

Close by asking God to help us trust Himin . ... . ... ....
disappointment, unanswered prayers, and T
knowing He hasaplan. oo oo
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/csb/heb/6/19/s_1139019

Questions for Families

Here are some questions you can discuss with the whole family.
Matthew 11:1-6

What do you think we learn about God when John the Baptist asks
Jesus if He is really the Messiah?

For younger children, you can explain that God has a special plan for
everyone, and sometimes it's not easy to see what it is right away. For
older kids, discuss how Jesus shows us that God's plans might not
always match what we expect, but they are always for a good reason.

How do you think John the Baptist felt when he was asking Jesus
questions from prison?

For younger children, focus on the idea that everyone, even important
people like John, can have questions or feel unsure. For older children,
encourage thinking about how it's normal to feel doubt or confusion
sometimes and how important it is to talk to God about those feelings.

If we have questions for God or are feeling confused, what should we
do?

For younger children, suggest praying and talking to God. For older
children, discuss specific ways we can seek God’s guidance, like through
prayer, reading the Bible, or talking to others who know Him well.

NT 260

WEEK: 50

e Matthew 14
e Matthew 15
e Matthew 16
e Matthew 17
e Matthew 18

MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 7:24-25
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Resources

Additional Resources

The BEMA Discipleship Podcast - An
Explosive Kingdom

Ehl'l:;-qm Join Marty Solomon as he

. dives into the expectations
. John and the Jewish culture

had for the Messiah.
(44 min)

[=]r
Resources to Watch

Bible Project Guide - The Book of

Matthew

E = !H.'_. See a collection of videos
I :,,r[:- and articles to guide you

o through the book of

I: H @ Matthew.
E.L.' T (20 min)

Life Group Resources D-Group Resources
We have a variety of resources and are If you or someone you know would like
continually adding new ones. Some of to start a D-group, we have everything
our resources include group launch you need, including reading plans,
guides, on-demand training modules, journals, and a launch guide to walk you
and curriculum resources. To request a through the first four meetings.

resource, reach out to us at
groups@longhollow.com.

lenghollow.com/lifegroups lenghollow.com/dgroups
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https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-matthew
https://www.bemadiscipleship.com/105

Commentary

... ........... What's Going On?

--------------- In this passage, John the Baptist is in prison and he

............... sends his disciples to ask Jesus a crucial question,
oottt “Are you the one who is to come, or should we
--------------- expect someone else?” At first glance, this might

............... seem confusing because John was the one who
corooorrn sttt baptized Jesus and proclaimed Him as the
------------ Messiah. Why would John suddenly have doubts?

............... This isn’t really about John losing faith; it’s more
cor v orrsn ottt aboutamismatch in expectations.
... .ll........ Theterm “the one who is to come” was a common

............... way to refer to the Messiah in Jewish circles during
"""""""" that time. People thought of the Messiah as a

--------------- grand leader who would save them from their

............... troubles, much like a king. John, sitting in a prison
"""""""" cell, likely expected Jesus to bring about dramatic

--------------- changes and maybe even rescue him from

............... captivity. Jesus’ reply doesn’t include promises of
cooorooos st immediate rescue. Instead, He talks about the
------------ miracles He’s performed, giving sight to the blind

............... and making the lame walk. These are acts of love
Lo oo r oo w o and healing, not rebellion or conquest. Through
““““““““ this exchange, we see that Jesus was redefining

............... what it meant to be the Messiah, focusing on
"""""""" spiritual salvation rather than political liberation.

Biblical Timeline (@ @

Creation The Exodus from Egypt
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A Bit of Background e

John the Baptist was a pivotal figure in Israel. Hewas = =« ==~

a prophet and a precursor to Jesus, tasked with - -« « oo oo
announcing the coming of the Messiah. John’s L
message was about repentance and preparing people © ;oo

for the new era that Jesus would bring. Interms of -+ -+ = = = o e e e

family, John and Jesus are believed to berelatives, ... ... ... .. ....
adding a layer of personal connection to thispassage. | @ . . @ > "> """
During the time this story takes place, Israelwas ~ « <« =« o v e e
under Roman rule, and Herod Antipas was atetrarch . . .. . .. ........
ruling parts of the region. Herod imprisoned John [ . . ... ... ... ...
because he was outspoken against Herod’s marriage  * =+« @ == v 00

to Herodias, which was considered unlawful. ... ... 0o

At this time, many Jewish people were hoping fora ~ « = -« === 00 om0

Messiah to deliver them from Roman rule. They were - -« .« o o v o oot

expecting a political and military leader. Imagine . . ... ..o,
living under foreign rule with limited freedoms. -0 000

People wanted a savior who would change that. John, « « -« <« -« v v v v v

being in a prison cell, probably felt the weight of this . . . . ... ... .. ...
need for drastic change even more acutely. Yet, =0t

Jesus’ message about healing and performing -« -« e

miracles was meant to signify a differentkindof . .. ... ... oo
deliverance, a deeper, spiritual one. Inthisway, Jesus © . . . . .
showed that His mission wasn’t about overthrowing = = = =« = ooom e e e

governments but about transforming heartsand . . . . ... ..o oL
lves. e

Jesus’s public ministry
approx. 27-30 A.D. Today’s highlighted

—‘ -‘ @ passage and other

related passages

Birth of Crucification Book of
Christ and Resurection Revelation
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Sermon Notes

Matthew 11:1-6 CSB

When Jesus had finished giving instructions to his twelve disciples, he moved
on from there to teach and preach in their towns. Now when John heard in
prison what the Christ was doing, he sent a message through his disciples
and asked him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect
someone else? ” Jesus replied to them, “Go and report to John what you
hear and see: The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with leprosy
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor are told the
good news, and blessed is the one who isn’t offended by me.”

(Get digital notes on your mobile device at notes.longhollow.com)
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http://notes.longhollow.com/
https://www.bible.com/bible/compare/MAT.11.1-6
https://www.bible.com/bible/compare/MAT.11.1-6
https://www.bible.com/bible/compare/MAT.11.1-6
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Living out our God-given calling as
Lo we follow Jesus and make . ::::::

BORE discipleseveryday. .-
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