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What Does It Mean To Be Favored By God? - (Luke 1:26-30)

Description – When you say that someone is favored, what does that mean? Today we
will look at what the Bible says about finding favor with God.

Today we’re talking about the life of Mary, specifically looking at Luke 1:26-30 and answering the
question we left off with last time; what does it mean to be favored by God?

Luke 1:26-30
26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27

to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28And the angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you.”
29But she was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be.
30Then the angel told her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

V. 28 - “Greetings, favored woman” - greek could also be translated “hail, favored woman.” This
is where we also get the term “hail Mary” from the catholic church. And Andrew’s hail mary in
football.

Greetings / Hail would be the greek of what was said, but in Hebrew, the Angel would have
probably said, “shalom.” A standard greeting of “Hello” / “Peace” / “Greetings” in Hebrew

But the real question is what the Angel says in 1:30 - “...for you have found favor with God.”

What does Favor with God mean?

What are the problems with Mary being sinless? She would have had to have had a special
birth herself. And, we know that Mary had other children with Joseph.

The catholic church also calls Mary the “Co-redemptress” with Christ. That the Favor she
receives from God keeps her sinless and therefore is worthy of prayer / worship.

But that’s not what we see in the Bible. We see God bestowing Favor on lots of people in the
Bible

Genesis 6:8 - 8Noah, however, found favor with the LORD.

Galatians 3:18 - 18For if the inheritance is based on the law, it is no longer based on the
promise; but God has graciously given it to Abraham through the promise.

Genesis 39:21 - 21But the LORD was with Joseph and extended kindness to him. He granted him
favor with the prison warden.



Exodus 33:17 - 17The LORD answered Moses, “I will do this very thing you have asked, for you
have found favor with me, and I know you by name.”

Acts 7:46 - 46He (King David) found favor in God’s sight and asked that he might provide a
dwelling place for the God of Jacob.

Daniel 1:9 - 9God had granted Daniel kindness and compassion from the chief eunuch,

Luke 1:25 - 25 “The Lord has done this for me. He has looked with favor in these days to take
away my disgrace among the people.” (Elizabeth)

Luke 1:30 - 30Then the angel told her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God.

Luke 2:52 - 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with
people.

We’re not trying to put down Mary, or minimize her, or degrade / mock her. But what we’re
trying to do is point out that Mary, just like everyone else that we see in the bible, was a normal,
everyday person.

They were ordinary people that God did extraordinary things with because He bestowed His
favor on them.

You don’t find favor, God’s favor finds you.

Ministry is always received from God, not achieved for God.

Luke 1:29
29But she was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be.

People say that Mary was freaked out, or scared because the Angel Gabriel was there, but
that’s not what the text says. The Bible says Mary was more questioning like, “Me? Why
choose me?”

Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s not thinking about yourself at all, and focusing on
God.

When are times that you’ve received favor from God? When are times when you’ve
experienced the favor of God in your life?


