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The First Recorded Words Of Jesus - (Luke 2:41-50)

Description – Today we’ll be looking at the first recorded words of Jesus after Mary &
Joseph found him in the Temple in Jerusalem.

Today we’ll be looking at the first recorded words of Jesus.

Luke 2:41
41Every year his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival.

So right out the gate we see that Mary & Joseph were devout Jewish people.

Luke 2:42-45
42When he was twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the festival. 43After
those days were over, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but
his parents did not know it. 44Assuming he was in the traveling party, they went a day’s journey.
Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.

So the traveling party from Nazareth to Jerusalem after the Passover leaves and heads towards
Nazareth.

The question is: How did they not know Jesus wasn’t with them? Picture the large family from
Home Alone leaving in a rush to get to the airport.

Josephus the first century Jewish historian, estimated 2 - 3 Million came for the Passover.

Normally Jerusalem was around 100,000 in population. For the Passover it would swell to over
10 times that amount. A good conservative estimate would be anywhere from 500,000 to 1
Milion people for the Passover.

For the Passover, you’d travel almost in your whole town. So traveling groups of 100 - 200
people were not uncommon at all.

So we now find Jesus at the age of 12, and what’s important at this age, is that from 12-13 a
boy moves from being a child to being a man. At 13 you’re taking on the law yourself. This was
in keeping with another rabbinic tradition of the first century. After the son’s 12th birthday, in
preparation for his Bar Mitzvah at the age of 13, he was to be taken to Jerusalem for the
observance of the Passover.

Luke 2:46



46After three days, they found him in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions.

So here’s Jesus at age 12, with the doctors and scholars and academics of the Mosaic Law.

Jesus is there because he was invited in. You didn’t come in without a Rabbi inviting you to sit
in and listen.

Dwight Pryor, “A student would respond to a Rabbi’s question with a follow up question to show
that they know and understand the material being discussed, and to continue to carry on the
conversation.”

Luke 2:46-47
46After three days, they found him in the temple kkkk sitting among the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions. 47And all those who heard him were astounded at his
understanding and his answers.

Jesus is answering their questions with questions, allowing the dialogue to continue.

These professors, these theologians, these scholars are amazed at Jesus’s understanding of
the Law and the questions and answers he’s giving them. Jesus is giving them both answers,
and questions. His questions demonstrate a full understanding.

Luke 2:48-50
48When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have
you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 49 “Why were
you searching for me?” he asked them. “Didn’t you know that it was necessary for me to be in
my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to them.
l
Jesus’s first recorded words are found here in Luke 2:49, and they’re both questions.

Mary says, “Why have you treated us like this?” - You can sense the worry and the frustration in
her voice. It’s an accusation, because from their perspective, they feel like he’s done something
wrong.

But Jesus gently reminds them that it was necessary for Him to be in his Father’s house.

Mary says, “Your Father and I have been looking for you.” (2:48)

Jesus says, gently, “No, I’m in my fathers house.” (2:49)
Jesus is declaring his profession and his occupation for the rest of his life. Remember, from 12 -
13 is when you declare what you’re going to do for the rest of your life.



Jesus is saying to her, “Didn’t you know that I had to be about my Father’s occupation, my
Father’s business.”

So when did Jesus know he was God?

At his birth? Here at age 12? Or at His baptism when he was 30?

For sure the baptism was more for John than it was Jesus. John says he was able to identify
the Messiah at Jesus’s baptism.

From his birth, Luke states that Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
Man.

This is also the only time in scripture when we have a rare day by day look at the life of Jesus.

Now the passage we’re looking at in Luke 2:41-50, records seven days of Jesus’s life. “43After
those days were over…” (2:43)

“These days” included the two holy days: The day of passover and the first day of unleavened
bread, on which travel was not permitted. On the third day, the family began the travel back to
Nazareth.

In those days, people usually traveled to the festivals in groups of various sizes, and so Mary
and Joseph assumed that Jesus was somewhere in their traveling party. It was a three day
walk from Jerusalem to Nazareth.

Upon arriving at the first night’s lodging, they realized that He was not among the group (Luke
2:43-44) (End of day 3)

They then traveled back to Jerusalem, another whole day, (Luke 2:45) (Day 4) and then in Luke
2:46 it says they searched the city for 3 days looking for him. (Days 5, 6, 7)

Luke 2:45-46
45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days,
they found him in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions.

So it took them three days of searching around Jerusalem before they found their son in the
temple area, which accounts for Days 5, 6, 7.

Rarely is there a day by day account of Jesus’s life as we have it here. This is one of the rare
examples where we do have a day to day account.


