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Can Anything Good Come Out of Nazareth? 
Luke 4:16-19 
 
 

Introduction: 

This week, we dive into Jesus’ return to His hometown, Nazareth, a small town with big 
expectations for the Messiah. Despite its reputation as a backwater town, it was known as 
“Branch-town” because of the prophecies about the Messiah coming from David’s lineage. 
However, Jesus’ message was not received as expected. What can we learn from this passage 
about expectation, identity, and how Jesus defies human assumptions? 

 

Discussion Questions (Understanding the Passage): 

1. What was the significance of Nazareth being known as “Branch-town”? How does this tie 
into Old Testament prophecies? (Jeremiah 23:5, Isaiah 11:1-2, Zechariah 3:8, 6:12) 

2. Why do you think the people of Nazareth struggled to accept Jesus as the Messiah? 
3. How does Luke 4:16-19 fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah 61:1-2? Why was this passage 

significant for Jesus to read? 
4. What do you think the synagogue service structure tells us about how the Jewish people 

valued Scripture? How does this contrast with how we engage with Scripture today? 
5. Why was Jesus’ ability to read and interpret the scroll of Isaiah significant, considering 

Isaiah 29:11-12? 
6. How does Acts 8:30-31 help us understand the need for guidance in understanding 

Scripture? How does this relate to the role of discipleship? 



7. What does the Greek word “tekton” (craftsman) reveal about Jesus’ earthly work and 
how He was trained? 

8. Why do you think God chose for Jesus to grow up in a small, obscure town rather than in 
a place of political or religious prominence? 

9. How do people today still struggle to believe that God can work through unexpected 
people or places? 

10. How does this passage challenge our own preconceived notions about where or through 
whom God should work? 

 

Application Questions: 

1. In what ways have you underestimated how God might use someone (or yourself) 
because of their background or upbringing? 

2. What expectations have you placed on Jesus that might not align with who He actually 
is? 

3. Jesus’ hometown struggled to recognize Him for who He was. Have there been times in 
your life when you’ve failed to see God working in familiar places or people? 

4. How can we cultivate a greater hunger for Scripture like the synagogue attendees who 
stood for the reading of God’s Word? 

5. Jesus declared that He came to “proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind.” In what ways have you personally experienced this freedom and healing? 

6. If someone asked you to explain how Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament, how confident 
would you be in your response? What steps can you take to grow in biblical 
understanding? 

7. How can we be more intentional about recognizing the people God places in our lives for 
guidance in understanding His Word? 

8. Jesus spent years learning and working as a craftsman. How does this encourage you in 
seasons of preparation or waiting? 

9. How does this passage encourage us to reexamine how we approach people we may 
have previously overlooked? 

10. What is one action step you can take this week to trust God in an unexpected place or 
circumstance? 

 

Prayer Prompt: 

Spend time thanking God for how He works in unexpected ways. Ask Him to open your heart to 
see His work in your everyday life and in the lives of those around you. Pray for humility to 
receive His truth, even when it challenges your expectations. 

 



Additional Resources for Further Study: 

● Scripture Cross-References: Isaiah 61:1-2, Jeremiah 23:5, Isaiah 11:1-2, Zechariah 
3:8, 6:12, Acts 8:30-31 

● Podcast: The Forgotten Jesus Podcast (Long Hollow Church) 
● Book: The Forgotten Jesus by Robby Gallaty 
● BEMA Discipleship Podcast (episodes on Jewish context of Jesus) 
● Video: “Jesus in the Synagogue” – Long Hollow Church YouTube Channel 
● Bible Reading Plan: F260 Plan (to help understand the whole story of the Bible) 

 


	Introduction: 
	Discussion Questions (Understanding the Passage): 
	Application Questions: 
	Prayer Prompt: 
	Additional Resources for Further Study: 

